Christian Perfection
FromLessons On Faith by A. T. Jones

Peter: Our loving Father,

We thank you for this hour of study and for thisei of reflection within our lives. We ask that yopen

our eyes to the things that are need full in owedithis hour. May we all receive a blessing fithis

study. Direct Bro. David as he leads out in thedgtand help those in the African field to be atole
attend. Hear our prayer we pray in the name ofsiiah your Son we pray amen.

Zahakiel : Amen.

Qinael : Amen.
Guest_Peterson1216 : Amen.
Adrieljody : Amen.
Guest_Elyna : Amen.
Guest_Daphna : Amen.
Guest_eagle : Amen.
Guest_Jirehiel : Amen.

Zahakiel: Today | would like us to go over a sttldgt has been given before. It hasn’t been giwfarb
to the CSDA Church, at least not formally, butadssheen available to us for a long time. In fadtat
we are going to be studying today is a sermonevrily A. T. Jones, and delivered in August of 18R9.
is entitled “Christian Perfection.” Upon going oves contents, | think you will agree with me tlilais is
an excellent way to end the year, and to beginvaoree, since we will be splitting it (it is rathiengthy,
especially with commentary) into two parts and caihg on New Moon of January.

| actually came upon this study, for a second tichejng a trip that Giselle and | were making by. ca
She had brought along some reading material, dodked over and saw that it wasssons on Faith.

She was reading the last study of the book, acdught my attention. Although I've had it for antp
time, this book, like all inspired works, has newatsure for us with every review. | thought thataould

be perfect for the New Moon: a day of self examaraand remembering the promises of Yahshua, and
so | present it here, with comments from passdggshiave struck me as particularly significant. aAy
time, please do include your own comments and muesst Since we are going to be doing this in two
parts, and therefore not rushing to finish, | vl posting these slowly enough that | hope everydlie

be able to keep pace, and | will stop if | see@ @ Q, indicating someone would like to speak.

Let us begin, then:

“Be ye therefore perfect.” And the song, “Savedht® uttermost,” which has just been sung, is Seffic
ground for the “therefore”--"Be ye therefore petfédlatt. 5:48. You know that such is the word abdz
You know that we are exhorted to “go on unto peifec’ Heb. 6:1. You know that the gospel, the very
preaching of the gospel which you and | preache igpresent every man perfect in Christ Jesus.”. Col
1:28. Then it is not for us to say that perfectismot expected of us. It is expected of us. Yoiwstmu
expect it of yourself. | must expect it of myselind | must not accept anything in myself or of nifse
that does not meet in perfection the standard ofegigon which God has set. What could possibly
prevent us from attaining perfection more thanhtok that it is not expected? | say again, Whatldou



possibly prevent you and me from attaining untdgamion more than for us to say that it is not etpd
that we should be perfect?

COMMENT: | would say that yet a third time, becausias this not been the very experience of CSDAs
in this last generation? One of the things thaickt me most powerfully about this sermon is how
timeless it is in its application. The enemieshaf Gospel in the days of our pioneers are the mseof

the Gospel today: unbelief, selfishness, and spiritaziness. Christians today are taught, areided,
concerning what the “relationship with Jesus” altyuia. It is not being on friendly terms with Hiand
speaking to Him once, or several times, a days surrendering the “self” entirely, and allowingnidto
dwell within us. But because this is not taugbty fbelieve that perfection is even possible; anthas
preacher here says: “What could possibly preventamd me from attaining unto perfection more?” |
continue with the sermon:

Then, as it is settled that the Word says thatamdi | are to be perfect, the only thing for you amato
consider is the way. That is all. Let it be settlgdyou and by me that perfection, nothing short of
perfection as God has set it, is to be expectggofand me, and that you and | will not accept laimg

in ourselves, in what we have done, nor anythingualbis, that is a hair's breadth short of perfects
God has set it--let this be settled by each onesattted forever--then inquire only the way, anel tthing
will be accomplished.

What is the standard, then? What is the standaidhw®Bod has set? “Be ye therefore perfect, even as
your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” Thefgaion of God is the only standard. And you and |
must set ourselves right there and stand facecw ath ourselves, always demanding of ourselvas th
there shall be perfection such as God’s is in usthat we will not look with a particle of allowaac
upon, we will not apologize for nor excuse, anyghin ourselves that is in any conceivable degreetsh
of that perfection.

It is plain enough that we cannot be perfect iratiress as God is nor in omnipotence as He is nor in
omniscience as He is. God is character, and ieifeption of character as His is that He has seyda

and me to which we shall attain, which alone we tarexpect and which alone we are to accept in
ourselves. Then when it is God’'s own perfectionolthyou and | must have and which alone we will
accept of ourselves and we hold ourselves to thatard always, you can see at once that thabeifbr

you and me only to hold ourselves constantly infghesence of the judgment of God. There is where
every one of us expects to stand, whether we gheeus or wicked. Why not stand there, then, and b
done with it? It is settled that you and | aretend at the judgment seat of Christ and there eweeyof

us shall be measured by that standard. God “hathimged a day in the which he will judge the wairld
righteousness by that man whom he hath ordainedreefi he hath given assurance unto all men, in that
he hath raised him from the dead.” Acts 17:31.

COMMENT: Now, isn't this interesting! Over a cenjuand a decade ago, SDAs were teaching the
concept of “standing” in the judgment; specificalbf holding ourselves “constantly in the presente
the judgment of God.” What a change has come Gheistendom today! Judgment is to be feared, to be
escaped in the pre-Tribulation rapture, or to beueed by hiding in caves and holes and the secluded
wilderness. Now it is true that for a time thetledras hidden the Christians, (Rev 12:14-16) buh@

last generation this is not so. We are to stamidgare a “loud cry” of warning as probation finalijoses,

and to do this we must stand fast in the JudgmetiteoLiving. We tend to think of this idea as “new



light,” but the truth is it has been going fortlorin the beginning of the Three Angels’ Message. eHav
any of you questions or comments to contributéiatgoint?

Qinael : No.

Adrieljody : No.
Guest_Peterson1216 : No.
Guest_eagle : No.
Guest_Jirehiel : No.
Guest_Elyna : No.

Guest_Peter : We will have to stand as Daniel asmthhee companions did in the judgment that they h
to face back then. They had no place to hideattime, they faced it in the power and might ohYa

Zahakiel: Very true.

Guest_Daphna : standing is the presence of therjadgof God... does that mean to be ready and
confident to be judged at all times?

Zahakiel : Yes, it means that we are even nowimyithe judgment of Yah to reveal to us what is
"righteousness" that we may follow it, and whdtsi®" so that we can put it away forever.

For us, judgment is not an event, it is the prooésanctification. Or at least, the primary toal that
sanctification.

Guest_Daphna : Ok, thank you.
Zahakiel: Continuing, then, with the sermon “ChaistPerfection”:

The resurrection of Christ is God's pledge to thwldvthat every man shall stand before the judgment
seat of Christ. That is settled. You and | expeaté preach it; we believe it. Then why not putsalves
there and stand steadily there? Why wait? Thosewdiband continue to wait will not be able to stan
there. The ungodly cannot stand in this judgmeutt thoose who put themselves before the judgment sea
of God, facing the standard of judgment and hotahtbelves there constantly in thought, word, and dee
are ready for the judgment any moment. Ready ®iThey have it; they are there; they are passjng it
they are inviting the judgment, and all that thdgonent brings; they stand there expecting to beguhs
upon, and only He who does this is safe. The vlgding that comes in that thing is all the rewtat

any person needs for putting himself just now betbe judgment seat. And standing there what has he
fear? Nothing. And when all fear is cast out, wisait that does it? Perfect love. But perfect l@an
come only by our meeting that perfect standardefitdgment, in the judgment, and can be kept byly
standing there.

COMMENT: Take a few minutes to think about thiserfiéct love casts out all fear, but the only plaee
have no fear is when we have submitted to Yah’'gqueht. Judgment, then, and love, are tied togé@ther
the life of the Redeemed.

Continuing:



That being settled, let us inquire the way--the wimat is all. It is settled, then, that mine ig tioe
standard. Think of it! “Be ye therefore perfecter as your Father which is in heaven is perfddis’
perfection is the only standard. Then whose measemeof the standard, whose estimate of the stdndar
is the proper one? Not mine. | cannot measure Gpeffection. You remember the verse--perhaps it
occurs to you this moment: “I have seen an endlgbeafection: but thy commandment is exceeding
broad.” Ps. 119:96.

No finite mind can measure God’'s perfection. Thieis isettled, so far, that we are to be perfect; ou
perfection is to be as His perfection is and adogrtb His own estimate of His own perfection. Thieat
takes entirely away from you and me the whole @glad everything about it as to the doing of it. For
when | cannot measure the standard, how shouldihab it, even if it were given me to do? Thenite
be settled also that as to the doing of it, itusydterly beyond you.

This also was said long, long ago: “I know it isaf@ truth, but how should man be just with Gaod?el
will contend with him, he cannot answer Him oneaothousand. . . . If | speak of strength, lo, he is
strong; and if of judgment, who shall set me a ttmplead?”

And when | should come to plead, what then? “ifstify myself, mine own mouth shall condemn me.” If
| can measure up myself to the satisfaction of ifiywed pronounce the balance settled, when it fs se
alongside of his estimate, my own estimate is sali@rt that it condemns me utterly. There is inat
basis of justification. “If | say, | am perfect,[iny own mouth] shall also prove me perverse.”

“Though | were perfect, yet would | not know my &duwould despise my life.” My own standard of
perfection, when set in the presence of His and sethe light of His, would be so far short thahyself
would despise it. “If | wash myself with snow-wasnd make my hands never so clean; yet shalt thou
plunge me in the ditch and mine own clothes shaiba me.” Job 9:1, 2, 19-21, 30, 31.

COMMENT: You may be surprised to learn that, indt@& typing this study out from thleessons in
Faith book that we have here, | saved time by findingkectronic copy on line. The surprising part is
where | found it. The first place it came up is é@ntirety that | could find on a Google search was
Davidian SDA website. Now, | admit to this foreason: we find here, in A.T. Jones’ words, a cieat
Biblical exposition of the Gospel. It is clearly line with the Words of Yahweh, it is clear anthgle
enough to be understood by a child because, if Wiat do something, and yet we are expected tg do i
the only option is to have Someone do it for ugl #mwough us. And yet, no other group on earth —
including the group whose website hosted this cofpthe sermon — teaches anything like this. If we
expect to see a harvest of souls in this last g¢ioer, a people who attain Christ’'s moral and i
stature, it is the CSDA Church, its individual mesrgoworking prayerfully and diligently, that wilind
these willing souls. The other guardians of triaétve long since failed and gone about their ownsway
using their own standards of “perfection” in plaafeYahweh’s. That, brothers and sisters, is the ve
essence ofdolatry. For us, this can be nothing short of a call tboac Are there any comments or
questions at this point?

Guest_Peter : When people hear the word judgmentale fearful and today the world is fearful asth
word. But to Yah people it is ‘love’ because we wnihat he needs to help us reach the holy citytend
is adding us in reaching there by judging us toveleat is need full in order to be there.



Zahakiel : Certainly. And we find, so long ago, ttkize sermons were inviting people to "stand in the
judgment.” Not the judgment of the dead, obvioushut the living. We arbehind the times, in teaching
this.

Guest_eagle : I'm not remembering at this time, thedquestion is looming in my mind. When does the
"final" judgement happen? Is this an event?

Zahakiel : It depends on how you use the term 'ljuelgt.” It can mean either the deciding of destinies
the pronouncing of sentence. The deciding of destinas been happening since the Day of Atonement i
1844. That is the ongoing, final (investigativedgment. The final sentencing takes place at therref
Yahshua.

Guest_eagle : Are we then being investigated omg@&wery thought, every action?

Zahakiel : If we want to be :) That is what Jonesaying here... we are all going to stand befoee t
Judgment Seat and have our thoughts and actiohsags@. We can enter that process now, and "stand"
there before the process is brought to us... arsw idoing, we are purified before the time of judgtne
closes on all mankind.

We have the opportunity, if we know Christ, of lgiactive participants, and not just subjects, ef th
judgment. Does that answer your question?

Guest_eagle : Yes.

Guest_Peter : If you are building a house and stagh of the way you stand back and look at it, g
in fact judging it to see if it is perfect or whateds to be added or taken away or strengtherasmtthe
end it will be acceptable.

Zahakiel : Yes, that's a good analogy. If you resel judgment until the end, the completed wahlere
is no opportunity for refining it. Does everyoreesow this applies?

Guest_Elyna : Exactly!
Adrieljody : Yes.
Guest_Daphna: Yes.

Guest_eagle : We most likely, will need help buifgdour house. This is where the body of Christ loere
earth comes in? Team effort?

Zahakiel : The help we receive is first from Heaueut absolutely, there are necessary blessintin
Covenant and the congregations. This will be thiest of next Sabbath's sermon, in fact.

Guest_eagle : OK. Thank you.

Zahakiel : Thank you for that fitting question, dpeter also, for that comment. They are very mach i
line with what the sermon is saying.

| continue:



That is as near as we could come to the standatdyére given to us to do. Then let us forevearadon
all idea that perfection is anything that we arevtirk out. Perfection is that to which we are ttaiat
nothing but that. God expects it, and He has madegion for it. That is what we were created fbhe
only object of our existence is to be just thatfget with God’s perfection. And remember that we ®
be perfect with His character. His standard of atiar is to be ours. Yea, His character itselbiba
ours. We are not to have one made like it; itfitiselo be ours. And that alone is Christian petitec

Now that we must have that, the whole story is tolthree texts. The first one is in the first ctempmpf
Ephesians, beginning with the third verse in omterectly to get the story in the fourth verse:

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord JesustCtvho hath blessed us with all spiritual blegsi

in heavenly places in Christ: according as he khathisen us in him before the foundation of the world
[now notice what He chose us for; this is the abjde had before the foundation of the world, in
choosing you and me, and bringing us to this hbhen let us face the issue], that we should be &ty
without blame before him in love.”

That is His only thought concerning us. That isth#it he made us for; that is all we exist for. The
another word right there: When that is so, whylshval not face it? Why shall we not just now meet th
object of our existence and be holy and withouti@ddefore Him in love?

The next text is Col. 1:19-22: “It pleased the [atinat in him should all fullness dwell, and haymade
peace through the blood of his cross, by him tomeite all things unto himself; by him, | say, whet
they be things in earth, or things in heaven. Aad, that were sometime alienated and enemies in you
mind by wicked works yet now hath he reconciledhi@ body of his flesh through death, to present you
holy and unblameable and unreprovable in his Sight.

First, He made us for that purpose. By sin we vgareng entirely out of that purpose, the whole psepo
was frustrated, but He endured the cross. It pte@sml thus to do and it pleased Christ thus ta,dbat
His original purpose might be fulfilled. The poist that by His cross He reconciled us, in ordat this
original purpose might be met in us--the purpose He had before the foundation of the world, that
should be holy and without blame before Him in loVee blood of Christ, the reconciliation of peace
which is brought to the world by Jesus Christnigider that He might present us holy--that He migh
that very thing that He had in mind before the fiation of the world--that He might present you ama
“holy and unblameable and unreprovable in his sight

The way to Christian perfection is the way of thess, and there is no other way. | mean there tstimer
way for you and me. The way to bring it to us, tildy way, was by way of the cross. He came that way
and brought it and the only way for you and meedbigis by the way of the cross. He has made proni
that He Himself shall do this; we do not come iihtat all, for the doing.

COMMENT: Notice, he keeps saying, “for the doingVe come into it by the agreeing, by the
submitting, and Christ does in us.

Adrieljody : Amen!

Zahakiel: Continuing...



Now notice (Eph. 4:7-13) what is really done irsthiow fully He has supplied the need.

“Unto every one of us is given grace accordinghrmeasure of the gift of Christ.” Now think. W lokd

the gift of Christ do, so far in our study? It “neagdeace through the blood of his cross,” and retemhc

all to God. And it did it to make us what, befone foundation of the world, He designed we shogld b
"holy and unblameable and unreprovable in his sigihat is the measure of the gift of Christ insthi
thing. And it accomplished the purpose for all apthat it opened the way for all. And unto eveng of

us, just now, is given grace according to the sameasure. Then what the cross brought to us and put
within our reach, the grace of God gives us andmaplishes in us.

Now let us read right on and you will see that ikigll so, right up to the very word perfectiogeif:
“Unto every one of us is given grace accordinghe measure of the gift of Christ. Wherefore Hehsait
When he ascended up on high, he led captivity va@ihd gave gifts unto men. And he gave some
apostles and some prophets and some evangelistsoamel pastors and teachers.” What for? “For the
perfecting of the saints.” Brethren, when thodtsgire given for that purpose, what are we doihgmw
we do not face the fact and long for the gifts pray for the gifts and receive the gifts which anptish

the purpose? What are we doing otherwise?

“For the perfecting of the saints for the work loé tministry, TILL"--given for an object; brought tes for
a purpose, a defined, distinct, definite purposg @NTIL that purpose is accomplished. It is givdor"
the perfecting of the saints” and it is given “tile all come in the unity of the faith and of theolwledge
of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto thesomesof the stature of the fullness of Christ.”

COMMENT: Amazingly, and in line with Sheila’s quiests earlier, this was to be one of the subjects of
my sermon yesterday. | will give it next Sabbathe to Internet issues from my home, but what | twas
speak about, and what | will speak about, is theokblessings that Yah has designed for His céiidr
some that we receive as individuals, some we reca® congregations, and some that can only be
obtained as members of the Covenanted Body as eewkand here we see that the object, the purpose,
of even the corporate blessings is to produce witlse as individual members of Christ that divine
standard of Christian perfection. That is thentiten of our Father for our lives, and He has givsn
layers and layers of blessings that we may attaihgontinue:

Thus perfection is the only aim. God’s standarthe only one. “Be ye therefore perfect, even ag you
Father which is in heaven is perfect.” We cannoasuee it and could not attain to it, if it were givus

to do. It is the object of our creation, and whieat tobject was frustrated by sin, He made it péssiball

by the blood of His cross and makes it certainvergbeliever by the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

COMMENT: | very much like this: that the Savior “kes itcertain to every believer by the gifts of the
Holy Spirit.” If it is certain, if it is guarantekto us, by these gifts, then all we must do i®ptthe gifts.
And those gifts are what we have studied before;filuit of the Spirit.” But how, then, can anyysthat
Christianity, true Christianity, is about “works?3ome may look at the things we do: Sabbath keeping
New Moons, health reform, and say that these ar&swye but they are our Father’'s work that we simply
consent to receiving. Christ Himself said exatilg: “And therefore did the Jews persecute Yahshua
and sought to slay Him, because He had done thasgston the Sabbath day. But Yahshua answered
them, ‘My Father worketh hitherto, and | work.”ofdn 5:16, 17)



Adventists have been accused, not of working orSdigbath day, but of making the Sabbath day into a
work! But the principle is exactly the same... Tlké&gion of Christ is only about works in this onaywv

It is about God’s work in man, not man’s work food It is only when we misunderstand this, and
betray the Plan of Salvation, that we begin to aeeorruption of our faith, leading to legalism,
Laodiceanism, or lawsuits. Any questions or comisigau’d like to add here?

Guest_Peter : Humans are interesting. Why | sayighihat they will trust a car, plane, bus, traind a
ship to take them wherever they are going.

They will follow the manual that is given to opexat, which, is written by sinful man, but the Owao
is perfect in all that He does — He is our Creatds not trusted by humanity. They will not accelis
offer. How interesting.

Zahakiel : Yes, thank you for sharing that.

Guest_eagle : How is it that Billy Graham bringsubkands at one place and time to receive Christ as
their Saviour. Do they trust his word?

Zahakiel : They do trust his words. He is (well,sjva very good speaker, very convincing. He taaght
Gospel that was incomplete... that did not reqaiigeath to the self, or a view of Yahweh that adidw
Him to set His own standard for love and obedientee Commandments, and the fullnessAgépe
love.

It certainly did not hold up “Christian perfectior@s the Bible expounds it, and so people found it
pleasant... and they flocked to the words he waalgpg.

| continue, then:

Then again | ask, Why should we not constantly fabastian perfection and accept nothing of oursglv
but that?

The 24th of Jude connects directly with what haanbead and said, “Now unto him that is able tqkee
you from falling and to present you faultless beftite presence of his glory with exceeding joyth®
only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majestynishion and power, both now and ever.”

He chose us before the foundation of the worldcat‘the should be holy and without blame before lim i
love.” By the cross He made it possible to evenyl,seven when by sin we had lost all chance. Ayd b
the cross he bought the right “to present you lamlgt unblameable and unreprovable in his sight.” The
right to do this belongs only to Him. You and | tbuaot do it if it were given to us to do, but thight to

do it does not belong to us. When we had lostithing but the cross of Calvary could restore dAo
one could pay the price of Calvary but He who digl pp. Then as certainly as only He who paid theepr
could pay the price that must bring this to uscedainly the right belongs only to Him by right thie
cross of Calvary. And no one who has not endureditiral wooden cross of Calvary can ever have any
right to take up that task to accomplish it. OHEy endured the cross; to Him alone belongs the fastk
there stands the word: He “is able.” He “is able. to present you faultless before the presendeisof
glory.” He who is able to endure the cross is ablaccomplish all that the cross made possibldd&tis



able . . . to present you faultless before thegures of his glory with exceeding joy’--When? Theathie
guestion. When?

Adrieljody : Amen!
[Voices: “Now."]

Precisely. He is the same yesterday, today anddoréie is as able just now as He was then or as He
will ever be.

COMMENT: | was once speaking to a Roman Catholenfit of mine about the Mass, specifically about
transubstantiation. This is the belief that theabr of the communion offered every wederally
becomes the flesh of Yahshua. He said, “It is beed5od is outside of time, and so for Him, evenet
we celebrate the Mass, the death of Christ forsublis present reality.” That is probably the best
explanation of the logic behind it I've heard so.faof course, it does not explain the chemistry and
physics of it, and for CSDAs we believe truth igthr... there is not a physical truth and then a tsati
one that is disconnected from it. Further, we secifically told that the communion is to be ddime
remembrance” of the Sacrifice, (Luke 22:19) notaa§ecreation” of it... But at least this individual
understood a certain principle, to a certain degfee us the “present reality” of Yahweh is thereat
standard of Christian perfection that we are beifgred, even now, through the Cross and by Him who
was able to endure it.

Any questions or comments to add here?

Qinael : No.

Guest_Peter : No.
Guest_Peterson1216 : No.
Guest_Daphna : No.
Guest_eagle : No.
Guest_Elyna : No.

Adrieljody : Thank you, Father and Yahshua.
Zahakiel: Continuing, then:

Yet bear in mind that it is ever true that onlythg way of the cross does it come to you and tqusie
now or ever. Let us study the Word that you maythee Read Rom. 5:21, and then glance through the
sixth chapter, for it is occupied with this onergtdrhe last two verses of the fifth chapter of Row read
thus: “Moreover the law entered, that the offensghinabound. But where sin abounded, grace did much
more abound; that as sin hath reigned unto deséim €0 might grace reign through righteousness unto
eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Now the comparison or rather the contrast--folsiai comparison that amounts to a contrast--"as” and
“even s0.” “As sin hath reigned.” You know how s@igned. Everyone here knows how sin has reigned.
Some may know even yet how it reigns. When simeig the reign was absolute, so that it was etsier
do wrong than it was to do right. We longed to idfnt; but “the good that | would | do not, but tbwil



which | would not, that | do.” Rom. 7:19. That fetreign of sin. Then when sin reigned, it wasezasi
do wrong than it was to do right.

“Even so might grace reign through righteousned#ien grace reigns, it is easier to do right thas it

do wrong. That is the comparison. Notice: As siigmed, even so grace reigns. When sin reigned, it
reigned against grace; it beat back all the poWegrace that God had given, but when the poweiroiss
broken and grace reigns, then grace reigns agsimsind beats back all the power of sin. So itsis a
literally true that under the reign of grace ieisier to do right than to do wrong, as it is tiegt under
the reign of sin it is easier to do wrong than daight.

COMMENT: We are almost finished with the first half this sermon that we are covering this month,
but | would like to examine this point a little leerWhat does it mean that it is “easier to dotrighan to

do wrong?” Even the worst of sinners has someflsame sin, that they could not do. At least,nn
easily imagine someone who is so far gone that Wayld literally stop at nothing. But consider the
worst of sinners, who has one taboo, one act a&bhld not bring himself to perform. That peréas

the capability of understanding grace, becausenvthe Spirit enters into him and he becomes born
again, the new heart within him hates ALL sin jastmuch as his previous, sinful, self hated that on
utterly dark sin.

Now, the reason may be different; he may have hé#tetl one sin because of upbringing, moral
principles, or some other philosophical reason;thatnew heart hates all sin because sin is opposed
Yahweh's character. In the flesh, the feelings t@yhe same. The result may be the same (invieat,
avoid the sin) but the underlying spiritual motivecomes pure. Does everyone understand how this
works?

Guest_eagle : Yes.
Guest_Peterson1216 : Yes.
Guest_Elyna: Yes.
Adrieljody : Yes.
Guest_Peter : Yes.
Guest_Daphna: Yes.

Guest_Elyna : That reminds me of the sermon ofupleocof weeks ago that talked about Yah's hostility
against self and the hostility of self against Him.

Zahakiel : Yes.

| continue, with A. T. Jones speaking about corigersthe reign of sin passing away, and the reign o
grace in the Christian’s life replacing it:

So then the way is clear, isn't it? Let us go tlay. “That as sin hath reigned unto death, evemight
grace reign through righteousness unto eternalblfddesus Christ our Lord. What shall we say then?
Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound?”

[Voices: “God forbid.”]



You say, “God forbid.” That is right. Now God hastHis forbid and you endorse it, against sinnimaf t
grace may abound. Then has not God put His fortpidnat sinning at all? Do you endorse that? Do you
put your endorsement upon God’s forbid that youl siraat all under the reign of grace?

[Voices: “Yes.”]
Guest_Elyna : Amen.

COMMENT: Now this is true Adventism... and it is ¢rddventism as, today, only taught in one place.
There are churches that will say, “No” to this, dhdre are churches that will say “Yes” to this getl
not “believe” it in practice. Only the true Gospeaches men to endorse it, believe it, and theniti
Continuing:

Then doesn't He intend that you and | shall be keph sinning? And when we know that He intends it
then we can confidently expect it. If we do notecqat, it will never be done.

So then the first verse of the sixth chapter of Bosnshows that God intends that we shall be kept fr
sinning, doesn't it?

What does the second verse say? “How shall weatieadead to sin, live any longer therein?” Watwh
shall we? Then what does that verse intend? Thasha# not continue at all in sin. Then being dead
brings in the burial. Buried with Him by baptismtondeath and raised to walk in newness of life.
“Knowing this, that our old man is crucified withinfy that the body of sin might be destroyed, that
henceforth we should not serve sin.” There iscth@se laid out before us, and it is the way ofdfwess.

Now notice three things there: Knowing this, that old man is crucified with Him. What for? “Thdtet
body of sin might be destroyed.” And what is tr@atf“That henceforth we should not serve sin.” Wsle
the body of sin is destroyed, we will serve sinldda the old man is crucified, the body of sin @ n
destroyed. Then the way to be kept from sinnirthésway of crucifixion and destruction.

COMMENT: This is true conversion. So many peopléebe that the Christian life is an improvement
over the old life; that we continue to live, butnelg guided by different principles, and with diféat
goals (e.g., Heaven, instead of the financial ssgjceBut what the Bible tells us, and what we ¢fae
tell others, is different. The body of sin is “theged.” It is not improved, it is not repaired.id not even
“healed,” and this may be hard to accept for theldiyp Christian. The Gospel does not heal theusinf
soul... it destroys the sinful spirit, and repladewith the Holy Spirit of the Father and Son. Tdfere,
and in this way, the soul itself is “renewed” ire tikeness of its Creator. To revisit Peter's padrom
earlier, we can repair a house, but if the fourmthaitiself is flawed, we must break it down compietnd
build a new house on a “Rock.” When the new hasgauiilt, it may have the same family living there,
and the same address... but it is a new house. @wrikie spiritual meanings of this imagery.

Guest_Elyna : This again reaches what was saickrglst in the discussion of the term "Charack" or
someting like that ... that means “express,”

Zahakiel : It is related, yes.

Guest_Daphna : Jesus is that solid rock. We hanewafoundation because we are dead to self ane aliv
because Christ lives within us.



Zahakiel: Right.
| continue:

The only question, then, for us each to settl&euld | rather be crucified and destroyed thanin@ 4f

with you it is everlastingly settled that you woulather be crucified and rather meet destructias th
moment than to sin, you will never sin. “Crucifiaith him, that the body of sin might be destroyduht
henceforth we should not serve sin.” Then freedmmfthe service of sin lies only through crucifixio
and destruction. Do you choose sin or do you chawseifixion and destruction. Will you choose
destruction and escape sin? Or will you chooseasthdestruction too? That is the question. It isam
alternative. He who would evade destruction, taapeadestruction, meets destruction. He who chooses
destruction escapes destruction.

COMMENT: This is just another way of stating CHegparadox: “And he that taketh not his cross, and
followeth after me, is not worthy of me. He thiaidieth his life shall lose it: and he that loseithlHe for
my sake shall find it.” (Mat 10:38, 39) Continuing

Well, then, the way of destruction by the cros<Chfist is the way of salvation. Jesus Christ went t
destruction on the cross to bring salvation to god me. It cost the destruction of the Son of Gothée
cross, to bring salvation to you and me. Will weegdestruction for salvation? Will you? Anybody who
fixes it and holds it in his hand as an everlasbity that he gives destruction, every moment sflifig,
for salvation, will never lack salvation.

But there is where the trouble comes. Destructamt pleasant; it is not easy--that is, to therotth. To
the natural choice, it is not easy to be destropedito him who does it, it is easy. It is easy wiliteis
done and it is easy to continue it forever whes done.

When is it that we are to do this? When is it tHatpresents us faultless before the presence ajlbtig?
Now. And the only way is the way of destructioraviNis the time to choose destruction. Now is theeti
to deliver up yourself forever to destruction. Bfut hold myself back, if | shrink from destructipthen
what am | shrinking from? Salvation. For “our oldmis crucified with him, that the body of sin migh
be destroyed, that henceforth we should not semve[$his is Rom 6:6]

Then if | meet some experience that puts me irpoeasure that seems like destruction, that isgiit;r

for destruction is what | have chosen, that | may serve sin. Such a surrender brings Christian
pleasantness into the life for the joy, the lastiegce, and the satisfaction of being kept fromismis
worth all the destruction that can ever come toaod me. It is worth it. So it is not a hard bangduat is
driven; it is the grandest one that ever came to.me

COMMENT: This is a powerful promise for us in timestrouble. The worldly mind will panic and say,
“God, what have | done to deserve this!” The Glasmind will say, “This is not pleasant, but Iviea
chosen this trial, rather than submit to the rea@isin.” This, then, is how to triumph when we &eed
with exile, imprisonment, poverty and even death,the Gospel of the Son of God. We know we have
been given the choice. | conclude here with #ss$ paragraph from the sermon’s first half:

Crucifixion, destruction, and then henceforth netving sin--there, then, is the way to Christian
perfection. Why? “For he that is dead is freedrfrein.” Rom. 6:7. Thank the Lord, he that is dead i



freed from sin. Then the only question that carr eeene in my life or yours is, Am | dead? And iimn
not and something occurs that accomplishes itdémrefrom sin is the only consequence; and that is
worth all that it costs.

Are there any questions on this first half of tleenson, “Christian Perfection?” Any final commeiois
thoughts before we close?

Qinael : No.

Guest_Peter : No.
Guest_Peterson1216 : No.
Guest_Jirehiel : No.
Guest_Daphna : No.
Guest_eagle : No.
Guest_Elyna : No.
Adrieljody : No.

Zahakiel : All right, then | will ask Bro. Luke tdose our meeting with a prayer, and may theseiplies
be before us for the remainder of the New Moon four

Qinael : Dear heavenly Father,

We thank you for the opportunity to come togethed Eearn from your Word. Even as we go over topics
we have studied before, we ever find new depthbeadity in the principles you have revealed to us.

We thank you for the life you have given us - fyeeind perfectly, that we might be perfect in yote
thank you for the work you have done and are doings, and the death of the old man, altogethethwor
the price of the gift in exchange.

We ask for your presence to continue with us thinaihg remainder of the sacred hours and into éyerni
In the name of Yahshua we pray, amen.

Guest_Peterson1216 : Amen.
Guest_Elyna : Amen.
Guest_Jirehiel : Amen.
Adrieljody : Amen.
Guest_Daphna : Amen.
Guest_Jacinto : Amen.
Guest_Peter : Amen.
Guest_eagle : Amen.
Zahakiel : Amen.

January 2011:

Review and then:



See also the next verse: “Now, if we be dead withist, we believe that we shall also live with Him.
The first verse intends that we shall be free fedm The second verse intends that we shall befrioee
sin. The sixth verse says that we are not hent¢eforserve sin; the seventh verse says he thaiad
freed from sin; the eighth verse says if we be deitldl Christ, we shall also live with Him. Whereeado
He live--in righteousness or in sin?

[Voices: “In righteousness.”]

Very good. Then it is plain that the first, the @ed, the sixth, the seventh, and the eighth vesbéise
sixth chapter of Romans all intend that we shakdyat from sinning.

How about the ninth verse? “Knowing that Christriggiaised from the dead dieth no more; death hath n
more dominion over him.” How was it that death elvad dominion over him at all? Because of sin--not
his own, but ours, for He was made “to be sin fey who knew no sin.” Then death hath no more
dominion over Him. He has victory over sin anditllconsequences forever. Then what does that verse
tell you and me? We are risen with Him. “For intthie died, He died unto sin once, but in that Keth,

He liveth unto God.” Then both the ninth and tevghses also intend that we shall be kept from smni

The eleventh verse: “Likewise reckon ye also ydueseto be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Let not sin theefaign in your mortal body, that ye should obein it
the lusts thereof.” And thus again He intends thatshall not sin.

“Neither yield ye your members as instruments afigiteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto
God, as those that are alive from the dead, and iy@mbers as instruments of righteousness unto God.
For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye aot under the law, but under grace.” The reign of
grace lifts the soul above sin, holds it theregmeiagainst the power of sin, and delivers the fouh
sinning.

“What then? shall we sin because we are not uindelatv but under grace? God forbid.” Thus from the
first verse to the fourteenth of the sixth chamteRomans, there is preached, over and over, daliwe
from sin and from sinning. That is great, but thersomething still in advance of that. “Let usagounto
perfection.”

Listen: “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield younset servants to obey, his servants ye are to wheom y
obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedienu® vighteousness?” Delivered from the power of sin



to whom did ye yield yourselves? To God. Then yoe His servants, set free to the service of
righteousness. God does not intend there shallldenk life in His keeping us from sinning. He intks
that there shall be active, intelligent service dhdt only righteousness shall be the result. lais
wonderfully great thing to be made free from sinl &m be kept from sinning; it is another wondesfull
great thing upon that to be made the servantgbfedusness so that our service is unto righteggsne

Therefore let every soul echo, “God be thanked, ybavere the servants of sin, but ye have obenmd f
the heart that form of doctrine which has deliveyed. Being then made free from sin, ye became the
servants of righteousness. Thank the Lord for tHatlsays you are, and when He says you are, . is s
Thank Him for it. Thank Him that you are deliverfiedm sin, and thank the Lord that you are the &etrv

of righteousness. He has made you so, for He gays s

But that is not all yet. “I speak after the manoémen because of the infirmity of your flesh, &® ye
have yielded your members servants to uncleanmestaniquity unto iniquity, even so now yield you
members servants to righteousness unto holinessviian ye were the servants of sin, ye were fresm fr
righteousness.” The Lord in this appeals to yoyregience and mine. “When ye were the servantsof si
ye were free from righteousness.” You know that thao. Take now the complement of it: “What fruit
had ye then in those things whereof ye are nowrastida For the end of those things is death. But now
being made free from sin and become servants tq @mdhave your fruit unto holiness and the end
everlasting life.”

We are not the servants of sin, free from righteeas, but we are the servants of righteousnessfrérsm

sin. As | have dwelt upon this and the Lord hasrfey soul upon the whole of it, | am reminded every
once in a while of an expression of Milton’s whére speaks of the songs of the angels as notes of
“measured sweetness long drawn out.” This sixttpttaof Romans is one of those notes of measured
sweetness long drawn out.

It begins with freedom from sin; that is a greangh Next upon that, freedom from sinning, and iba
great thing. Next upon that, servants to righteessnand that is a great thing. Next upon thaip unt
holiness, and that is a great thing. And uponthd, end, everlasting life, and that is a greatghlan’t
that a note, then of the Lord’s, of measured svessttong drawn out? Oh, receive it, dwell uponatch
the sweet tones, and let them linger in the soyladtal night. It does the soul good.

And there is the way to Christian perfection. Ithe way of crucifixion, unto destruction of thedyoof
sin, unto freedom from sinning, unto the serviceigiiteousness, unto holiness, unto perfectioregus
Christ by the Holy Ghost, unto everlasting life.



Let us look again at the statement that the giftsfar the perfecting of the saints, “till we atiroe in the
unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the SrnGod, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the
stature of the fullness of Christ.” There is thétgra. The way that Christ went in this world af sind in
sinful flesh--your flesh and mine, burdened witk #ins of the world, the way He went in perfectionl

to perfection, is the way set before us.

He was born of the Holy Ghost. In other words, deGhrist was born again. He came from heaven,
God's first-born, to the earth, and was born agBirt. all in Christ's work goes by opposites for i,

the sinless one, was made to be sin in ordemthahight be made the righteousness of God in Hiey. H
the living One, the Prince and Author of life, digdt we might live. He whose goings forth haverbee
from the days of eternity, the first-born of Godysaborn again in order that we might be born again.

If Jesus Christ had never been born again, couldaya | have ever been born again? No. But He was
born again, from the world of righteousness in@ world of sin; that we might be born again, frdme t
world of sin into the world of righteousness. Hesw@orn again and was made partaker of the human
nature that we might be born again and so madeksasg of the divine nature. He was born again, unto
earth, unto sin, and unto man, that we might b lagain unto heaven, unto righteousness and unto
God.

Brother Covert says that makes us as brethrenods aertainly make us as brethren. And He is not
ashamed to call us His brethren, either.

Then He was born again, by the Holy Ghost, fos ivritten and was spoken to Mary, “The Holy Ghost
shall come upon thee, and the power of the Higstesif overshadow thee, therefore also that hohygthi
which shall be born of thee shall be called the &oBod.”

Jesus, born of the Holy Ghost, born again, grewwisdom and stature,” unto the fullness of life and
character in the world, to where He could say ta,Gbhave glorified thee on the earth: | have $iméd
the work thou gavest me to do.” God's plan and niindim had attained to perfection.

Jesus, born again, born of the Holy Ghost, bortflesh and blood, as we were, the Captain of our
salvation, was made “perfect through sufferingaf hough he were a Son, yet learned he obedibypce
the things which he suffered;; and being made perfee became the author of eternal salvation athto
them that obey him.” Heb. 2:10; 5:8,9. Jesus thest to perfection in human flesh, through suffgrin
because it is in a world of suffering that we imtan flesh must attain perfection.



And while growing all the time, He was perfecttak time. Do you see that? There is where manylpeop
misconceive the whole thought of Christian pertactithey think the ultimate is the only measurés ih
God's plan, but the ultimate is not reached atiginning. Look again at the fourth of EphesiargsTs

a suggestion, thrown out to you and me, how we attam to this perfection, “the measure of theustat
of the fullness of Christ.” | read the thirteen#rse; now couple with that verses 14-16: “Till lecame

in the unity of the faith and of the knowledge loé tSon of God, unto a perfect man, unto the meaure
the stature of the fullness of Christ: that we kedoxth be no more children, tossed to and fro, @arded
about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight@en and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie &itw
to deceive; but speaking the truth in love, maygup into him in all things, which is the head, eve
Christ.”

This is to be accomplished in you and me by groWwtli;there can be no growth where there is no life.
This is growth in the knowledge of God, growth lire twisdom of God, growth in the character of God,
growth in God; therefore it can be only by the Iiff God. But that life is planted in the man & tiew
birth. He is born again, born of the Holy Ghostddhe life of God is planted there, that he “magvg

up in to him”--in how much? “In all things.”

You remember that “the kingdom of heaven is likenatb a man which sowed good seed in his field.”
And “the seed is the word of God.” The seed is tgldnHe realizes that night and day it grows, hawa
not how. But that seed is what? It is perfect,Gaid made it. It sprouts presently. What of the sf#o

[Congregation: “Perfect, t00.”]

Is it?

[Voices: “Yes.”]

But it is not a head of grain. It is not a stalfirating full and strong. It is a mere sprout peepimgugh
the ground. But what of it? Is it not perfect?

[Congregation: “Yes.”]



According to the rate of its progress it is as @erht that point as it will be when its courséngshed, at
the point of maturity. Do you not see? Let not tinigconception abide anymore. Away with it!

When that sprout peeps through the ground, youpstodook at it. It is a thing to be admired. It is
charming, because it is perfect. That is as pedeslade as ever appeared on earth, but it isra me
spindling thing, barely peeping through the groufiat is all there is of it, but it is perfect.idt perfect,
because it is as God made it. God is the onlytbaehad anything to do with it. Do you not seef® Hill

right. So you and |, born again of that good sefetth® word of God---born by the word of God and the
Holy Ghost, born of the perfect seed--when thatl sgeouts and grows and begins to appear among men,
people see the characteristics of Christ. And whble? Perfect. Then what is the Christian rigbtef?

[Congregation: “Perfect.”]

If we be born again through the power of Jesussthaind God Himself directs the work, what will ttha
be which appears? It will be perfect. And that kwi€tian perfection at that point. Jesus Chrissents
you holy, unblameable, and unreprovable, befagdhone at that point.

That sprout grows and stands above the groundemitgsanother blade shoots off. There are two of
them, and each is just as handsome as the othethifd one appears. It is now a stalk, and stiig. It
now presents another picture altogether from thathvit presented at first. Another picture indeledt;

no more perfect than before. It is nearer to ultenqEerfection, nearer to God's accomplished purpose
though nearer to ultimate perfection, it is no moeefect, as it stands now, than it was the mortiexitit
peeped through the ground.

In time it grows to its full height. The head idlfiormed. The bloom appears upon it. It is moraugéul

on account of it. And at last appears the full hehdrain, perfect; and the grains of wheat, each o
perfect. The work, God’s work, is finished upon lit.is perfected. It has attained unto perfection
according to God’s mind when He started it.

That is Christian perfection. It comes by growthut Bhe growth can be only by the life of God. Ahe t
life of God being the spring, it can grow only aatiog to God’s order. Only He can shape the growth.
Only He knows, in perfection, the pattern. Chigsthe pattern. God knows perfectly the patteru, lda
can cause us to grow in perfection according to gph#tern, because the same power, the samedlifie, i
this growth that was in the growth of the origipattern, Jesus Christ.



And as Jesus began, at His birth, as a little dhilduman flesh and grew up and finished the whs t
God had given Him to do, so you and |, born aggiowing up in Him in all things, come presently to
the day when we, as did He, shall say and saiglitieousness, “I have glorified thee on the edrtiave
finished the work thou gavest me to do.” For itMstten, “In the days of the voice of the seventigel,
when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of Gmuikl be finished.” We are in that day. We have tha
mystery given to us to give to the world. It ist® finished for the world, and it is to be finishiedhose
who have it.

But what is the mystery of God? “Christ in you, timpe of glory.” “God . . . manifest in the flesf.hen

in these days that mystery is to be finished inlmmedred and forty-four thousand people. God’s wnork
human flesh, God being manifested in human fleskiou and me, is to be finished. His work upon you
and me is to be finished. We are to be perfectedebus Christ. By the Spirit we are to come unto a
perfect man, unto the measure of the stature ditlmess of Christ.

Is not that worth having? Is not the Lord's way @od way unto perfection? Oh, then, “leaving the
principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go onto perfection; not laying again the foundation of
repentance from dead works and of faith toward Gddhe doctrine of baptisms and of laying on of
hands and of resurrection of the dead and of dtgmdgment.” He has freed us from the unstable
foundation that we had when in sin. Let the onlyrfdation be that of the service of righteousness un
holiness and the end, everlasting life.

And to every soul who will face the judgment anddh@imself in the presence of the Judgment,
surrendering himself to crucifixion and destructitimat thing will be accomplished in God’s own way
and in the short time in which He has promisedriogous unto righteousness. Then it is only Godd'&o
estimate, His standard, and Christ the pattern,Hiadhe work, always, in all things, everywheralan
forever! Then be of good cheer. Let it be Christtfilast, and all the time.
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