Disapproving the Approved

Introduction

Qinael: Most holy and loving Father,

We thank you for this time of cleansing and exatimndor the building of your temple.
We ask for your presence with us, guiding our heeantd minds into all truth.
In the name of Yahshua we pray, amen.

Pastor “Chick”: Amen.
Peter: Amen.

Adriel: Amen.

Eagle: Amen.
Abraham: Amen.
Pastor “Chick”. Amen.
Barb: Amen.
Peterson:Amen.
Giselle: Amen.

Jaime & Maria: Amen.
Daphna: Amen.
Zahakiel: Amen.
Elyna: Amen.

Zahakiel: Happy New Moon to all. This month’s topic is cdll&Disapproving The Approved,” and it
involves one of those subtle temptations that mamec upon the elect as they walk the path of
sanctification.

We will begin with this passage, “For my thouglatse not your thoughts, neither are your ways my
ways,’ saith Yahweh. ‘For as the heavens are higen the earth, so are my ways higher than your
ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.” (Is8859)

In another place we read, “O Yahweh, how greatttayevorks! Thy thoughts are very deep. A brutish
man knoweth not; neither doth a fool understansltfiiPsa 92:5, 6)

And again, “Now we have received, not the spiritied world, but the Spirit which is of Yah that we
might know the things that are freely given to issod. Which things also we speak, not in the sord
which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy &hteacheth; comparing spiritual things with
spiritual. But the natural man receiveth not thedh of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishnesgo
him: neither can he know them, because they arigusily discerned.” (1Cor 2:12-14)

Over and over, the Scriptures tell us that althowghwere created in the image of Yahweh, even the
perfect cannot understand His thoughts. For tivdse remain carnal, and are not converted by the
indwelling of the Holy Spirit, the thoughts of Yate not only above theirs in glory, but also ehtire
alien to the way that their minds work.



As the world slipped deeper and deeper into cowomnd sin with the passing of the generations, th
image of Yah that would allow us to even begingpraach His divine mind faded away, until the ajgost
wrote that, “friendship of the world is enmity withod [...] whosoever therefore will be a friend oéth
world is the enemy of God.” (James 4:4)

The world has its “good things” for those who afeéh® world, and its “good things” for those tryitg
be spiritual, but unless we have the “mind of Qlirime will most assuredly fall victim to the snaref
Satan who is, after all, called “the god of thisr\dd

The messengers of Yahweh have a burden to behistworld, and that burden is not often an easy one
The messengers of Yahweh are to speak the “goadgfiinot of this world, not even of the “spiritual
things” of this world, (a term | will look at shéy} but the good things of the Most High, the gdbithgs

of the Father and Son, and this often places themdds with those things that the world approvébe
reasons why the messengers of Yah must give glstrigistimony, and bring rebukes often more pointed
than those borne by John The Baptist, is not bec#lusy wish to be harsh or unyielding in their
pronouncements. Not at all; it is because theyingaseen the beauty of holiness, and the things th
Heaven approves, cannot help but see the sharpasbriietween Yah's judgment and man’s best
judgment — and hasten to warn their brothers atdrsiout of love and utmost concern.

The Things of Flesh

Zahakiel: We can start with the “easy” examples of this: Thengs of The Flesh.

The Scriptures tell us, “Love not the world, neitltiee things that are in the world. If any man Idke
world, the love of the Father is not in him. Fdrthat is in the world, the lust of the flesh, ahé lust of
the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Egtlbut is of the world. And the world passeth awand
the lust thereof; but he that doeth the will of Gduildeth for ever.” (1John 2:15-17)

Of course, by the term “the world,” John is notereihg to the natural world. He is not talking abthe
flowers, the ocean and the sunset. He specifis“dfi” that is in the world consists of thing&di the
lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and thdepof life. The word used for world there is poimarily
used for the planet earth, as we would use it igliElmtoday. Its primary meaning is, “the way tjsrare
in this time and place.” We would say, “Look a¢ tstate of the world,” for a similar meaning. We a
not talking about the things that Yah has madestarbadornment to this planet, but about the thiingts
sin and corrupted humanity have made the world into

The lust of the flesh is to do the desires of flesH. These are the things that Paul talks abotlien
passage that describes various works of the fl&&thultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness
idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulatiomsath, strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, ratsd
drunkenness, revellings, and such like.” (Gal 2219-

For the Christian, of course, these things are wioat we seek, and in fact would disgust us to
contemplate. The truly born-again Christian hasaaly put these things from his heart, and thegato
trouble him once he has been educated to theirenatll speak, to be clear, of the truly converted
Christian — the one who is Spirit-filled and deadsélf. Many who name the name of Christ do, iddee
struggle with these things, and that is becausg lthee not committed — have not covenanted — to be
dead to such matters.



And one might say, “But even the world does notrapg these things.” Yet the world does approve
many of these things indeed — fornication is pichisthile abstinence until marriage is considered old
fashioned and peculiar. Lasciviousness, revelny drunkenness make one the “life of the party.”
Heretics are seen as bold and independent-mindethdcput away the foolish superstitions of thetpas
and under the right circumstances even murdererbeaeen as heroes.

The other things, if not openly praised in all l@&; are at least tolerated and ignored. Envyr afteis a
necessary component of the world’s version of @it Adventist writings have some things to say
about this. The Spirit of Prophecy writings tedl, d[In Heaven,] every faculty will be developedgeey
capacity increased. The acquirement of knowleddjenai weary the mind or exhaust the energies. &her
the grandest enterprises may be carried forwaml|dfiiest aspirations reached, the highest amistio
realized, and still there will arise new heightstwmount.” The Great Controversyages 675-677]

Have you all read this before?

Pastor “Chick”: Yes.

Adriel: I'm not sure.
Abraham: Yes.

Barb: Yes.

Eagle: | will read it.

Elyna: May have in the past...

Zahakiel: | ask, because | long to share with you the joy thase few sentences cause within me. It
may seem like a small thing to some, but to knoat tur Father in Heaven does not stifle, but rather
encourages and rewards, creativity, places thevisien of Heaven in stark contrast to those whazhe
that obedience, humility and self-abasement arenhevirtues worth mentioning.

Eagle: Amen.

Zahakiel: “We must follow the leader,” the cults say, anéytistrip away any spark of individuality and
creativity in their members, as these things atlereat to their human-based authority. “We musdt no
seek out too much knowledge,” some denominatiomshtéor at least imply with their attitude) because
they believe that Yah does not honor the wise.

It is true thatworldly wisdom can be worse than useless, and the SpRitaphecy also said that the Seal
of Heaven will not be placed on anyone withrldly ambition, but it is most important that we realize
that these things are merely the dark reflectidractual holy attributes that we are expected teebip
and employ to the glory of our Father.

The ambition of the world is not a quest to bettee’s self in spiritual things, but to acquire wibkato
increase possessions, and to gain respect of fellew man, regardless of who must be inconvenidnce
in the process. To be very pointed, thisSetanismin its purest essential sense — not the worship of
Satan, but the religion that Satan himself holdee-self before all others and all else. Theuatétof
entitlement (“I deserve the things | have, and shmmore than | now have”) in which the modern man
lives is near and dear to the Enemy’s heart, amigeidasis for the cult of self, the rise of thgpartance

of “self esteem,” and even the culture of lawstiitat plagues many first-world countries, the Second
Beast of Revelation being the prime example (andaiiacidence there).



Pride, ambition, self-esteem, these are thingsmbrdd approves. But Heaven does not approve okthes
things as they are currently defined, and the nmgggeof Yah will find himself or herself the “oddam
out” when these matters are being discussed. Waeaalv the verse, “For what is a man profited, &f h
shall gain the whole world, and lose his own sdbiavhat shall a man give in exchange for his soul?”
(Mat 16:26)

We have also heard the passage, “Go to now, yenihm, weep and howl for your miseries that shall
come upon you. Your riches are corrupted, and gauments are motheaten. Your gold and silver is
cankered; and the rust of them shall be a withgasat you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fife
have heaped treasure together for the last dayml@®ethe hire of the labourers who have reapedndow
your fields, which is of you kept back by fraudijeth; and the cries of them which have reaped are
entered into the ears of the Lord of sabaoth. Y Higed in pleasure on the earth, and been wary®n;
have nourished your hearts, as in a day of slaugfitehave condemned and killed the just; and hbk do
not resist you.” (James 5:1 — 6)

While all the world, including the religious leaddike the Pharisees and Sadducees, were couhing t
attention of the rich and influential, James wagdust what | am talking about today — he was
disapproving the approved. He was revealing Heajedgment on those things that man had judged
“good,” and all but the righteous would be led boirs him because of it.

Now, there’s nothing particularly wrong with havingalth. Job, Abraham (and his descendants) and th
Kings of Israel were all fabulously wealthy, butmis is speaking of those who had become rich by
abusing the just, and hoarding their substance¢hfamselves (“for the last days”) while the worktoé
Gospel needed support. The ambition to becomé rigthe cause of sorrow; as Paul says, it is not
money, but “the love of money [that] is the rootatif evil; which, while some coveted after, theywéa
erred from the faith, and pierced themselves thHnomigh many sorrows.” (1Tim 6:10)

In standing against these things of the world, \8e anust be disapproving of the things that theldvor
approves.

Are there any questions so far?

Pastor “Chick”: None.
Barb: No.

Elyna: No.

Adriel: No

Peter: No.

Eagle: No.

Abraham: No.

The Things of the Spirit

Zahakiel: Now, in this next section we will discuss the Tdsrof The Spirit. This is where Satan has his
snares ready for the very elect, because thesthiags that, on the surface, were all things ay the
appeared, actually blessings.



On Christmas day, we celebrate the birth of Chridt Easter Sunday, we celebrate the resurrecfion o
our Savior, and remember His triumph over deatlotorsakes. These are the holidays, the holy-adys,
modern Christendom. And yet, while the spiritualrlgd of this earth approves of these things, Coeati
Seventh Day Adventists, like a few other movemg(tit® minority) disapprove.

What could be wrong with celebrating these sacmregs® For one thing, we are not instructed to call
attention to these matters at particular timefiefyear. The time of birth of Christ is not men#drin the
Scriptures; even Luke’s Gospel, so meticulous alates and sequencing, does not mention it. We
cannot believe that Luke was unable to find out.t.hgsaw fit to leave this out. There must havenbee
some inspired reason for this, just as Moses’ bptéce was not made known to Israel, lest theyaratk

it a shrine.

Yah has His reasons for all that He does, and Hegheen us things to celebrate. We are to celebrat
spiritual things, and signposts in the Plan of 8&bn, at the harvest. We are to celebrate onithestof
nature’s pattern on this earth, for these are ymebsls that Yah uses to draw our attention to efern
matters. The resurrection of Messiah is tied tocthemic calendar, for just as His death was ondvass
so was His return to life on the day after the S#inbwhen the wave sheaf was raised as an eadsiraff

to the Tabernacle on earth.

In addition to the lack of positive instruction, \aéso have the Scriptures telling us to avoid theyv
things that these “holy days” have come to espcuseasily-identified pagan rituals re-titled with
Christian themes. We find an emphasis on the selgxcesses of food and commerce, and assaults on
temperance. We are not to learn the way of théhbaaJeremiah tells us, yet this is precisely vihat
ancient and now-fallen Church has done, and heghldats (and, more recently, her sister) follow @ h
footsteps.

Even these “spiritual days,” which the more sewsitif Christians do try to layer with some thoughits
holiness, are not truly designed to draw one angesl to Yahshua and Him crucified. Or if they were
originally, they were designed by man, and quidkly prey to corruption. “Not even the celebratioh

His resurrection?” some may ask. Not even thatjtfbas become so comingled with rabbits, eggs and
chocolates that any lesson of the true charact€hdbt cannot possibly escape contamination. Wstm
disapprove these things that the world’s spiriturglanizations approve.

Even our attitude toward the blood family is difat from most Christians. Even the Bible speaks of
responsibility for one’s family, making this a sleébsubject indeed. After all, it is written, “Biftany
provide not for his own, and specially for thosenf own house, he hath denied the faith, and isevo
than an infidel.” (1Tim 5:8) Certainly, as we cos@ in a study not very long ago, if there are peop
dependent upon us, family members who depend oforutheir livelihood, then we must take that
responsibility seriously — regardless of their ispé condition or leanings. If they ask of us, meist
freely give. Even if they do not ask of us, we knour role as providers if we are the heads of
households.

Yet Christ said, and it ought not be ignored, “Hattloveth father or mother more than me is nottlor

of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more tharis not worthy of me.” (Mat 10:37) “And He said
unto another, ‘Follow me.” But he said, ‘Lord, sarffme first to go and bury my father.” Yahshua said
unto him, ‘Let the dead bury their dead, but gauthed preach the kingdom of God.” And another also
said, Lord, ‘I will follow thee, but let me firstogbid them farewell, which are at home at my hdused



Yahshua said unto him, ‘No man, having put his hemdhe plough, and looking back, is fit for the
kingdom of God.” (Luke 9:59-62)

These are powerful teachings, and for some theyarg sayings. None of us will nod joyfully at the
prospect of having the family be at the center ofi@ice between priorities, or rejoice in the thutigpat

we may have to be separate from them in orderlfill the great commission. It is unfortunate thvee
may even be called to make decisions like this +-¥ah knew what He was doing when He asked
Abraham to sacrifice His son. Yah knows what Hdafg if any of us are brought near unto similar
trials, and | mention this example precisely beeaaser the years in this movement several of our
number HAVE been put in similar positions. Ourdtiy to the Most High must be absolute, or we do
not help our family members heavenward anyway.yTWEST see our commitment to the Gospel above
all else, or no gifts of our time, devotion, money,our personal presence, will benefit their sanls
eternity. Even Elijah, whose work is to turn theafts of the fathers back to the children, anctthielren
back to the fathers, must acknowledge the wisdothexfe words.

The world, and its most spiritual representatiwei, place great emphasis on the family. We are not
against such thoughts in principle, but Christ'sa@gostand, and the inspiration of later prophdtsuse
that we are not to “wait” for family members to saved before entering into our own covenants with
Christ. Nor can anything be placed above Yah in aftections. As many denominations rightly say,
“Salvation is an individual thing.” While they mase it with the intention of separating the sabrat
experience from Church and Tribal membership, we itign the right way — to draw attention to the
intensely personal experience Christ has with eachevery one of udecausenve are members of His
divine Body, the united and holy Church.

Elyna: Amen.

Zahakiel: We can extend our work and love for our earthlyifees to “good works” in general. We
strongly disapprove of the beliefs and practicethef Sunday-keeping Churches, and yet who has done
more for the world, having build schools, and htapj and other beneficial structures, than the &om
Catholics? Who have healed the sick, and fed thkams, and cared for the widows, more than they?
We cannot deny that they have done many good worscourse not. But we cannot be blinded either
by the approval of the world to the great evild thay have also done in the name of Christ.

And more than what they have done in the pastitoday they reinforce concepts that lead one éarth
and further away from Yahshua. The perpetual seerdf the Mass, the emphasis on the sin-repemé cyc
that keeps one tied to sin, the introduction ofgmagractices, the destruction of marriages in ¢iog
thing) the way that priests are expected to livénese things have produced as much sorrow, death and
suffering as any hospital or school can alleviate.

Yah does not judge either individuals or organ@ai based on how well they balance good works vs.
evil. Even if the Churches that have done goodksvam the world could balance their evil with godd,

is not the evil they have done that determines hmgh good they need to do. No, the perfect characte
of Christ is that which must be balanced by oulsand is the only standard that Heaven holds.

We as individuals must also confront these thingsur lives. Are we approving what the world
approves? Are we doing “good” when we should bagldrighteousness?” Those are often two
different things in this confused world, so muchtisat some can claim they have heard the word of Go



telling them to actively avoid and work against idisn Body (which is also a case we have encountered
more than once).

We have had those among us in the past who haweedahat God “told” them to depart from our ranks.
We had one visitor to our feasts who was perpstyatising the holy nature of our characters, dred t
mark of Christ on our faces... but as soon as sHzedahat we disagreed with her on a couple ofamin
doctrines, she immediately decided that we wereQiwtst's children at all, and abruptly departed ou
company.

Apparently, the voice of our Father in Heaven cae @n uncertain sound to some people... or He can
change His mind quickly. But more likely than teethose who are used to approving what the world
approves are simply not trained to recognize the woice of the Almighty, who never contradicts His
own principles, and who has a people that He haigidated as the channel of truth for this worldahY
does speak to His people, and He rarely tells omesenger one thing and another something else
entirely. Yah tells hundreds of people a day io jtbe mainstream SDA Church (they believe) anig tel
many also to depart it. They are all convincedthigir deepest selves, that they are hearing ttigeJu
from Heaven... but some of them are wrong. And alwy Fearful it must be to consider that they have
not truly been hearing the voice of Yahweh when in@kheir decisions... it is indeed a fearful thimg t
consider.

But the children of Yah need never experience fat for more than a moment of fleeting temptation.
All that Yah says, all that He needs us to undadstéle will confirm through the mouth of two or reor
witnesses, and this prevents us from running alealby private and personal interpretations. lehot

be afraid to lay our thoughts before the brethmncdonsideration, and let us trust the One Spirit t
approve what Heaven approves... although It will piisave that which only the world considers
“good.”

Elyna: Amen.

Zahakiel: Naturally, the things | have been discussing atsolve doctrines. Has not the Holy Spirit
(some will claim) inspired the great men of thetgasdevelop the doctrine of the Trinity, of evetiag
Hell, of the immortality of the soul? They certgithought so, and sincerely believed it, | do dotbt.

But they erred, because their consciences hadeet bsed to disapproving the approved things of the
world, and going to Yah’'s side. They erred, beeabsgy trusted in their own wisdom, and did notlet
still, small voice speak to them from the mouthtef cave.

We must be wary... | do not say we must be paran8idt we must be wary with those things that the
world approves.

Are there any questions or comments here?

Pastor “Chick”. None.

Barb: No.

Eagle: No.

Adriel: No.

Elyna: None.

Abraham: Only — well spoken.

Peter: Praise Yah for these timely reminders.



Conclusion: Pleasers of Men

Zahakiel: Then let me begin my conclusion with this versgervants, obey in all things your masters
according to the flesh; not with eyeservice, as pteasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing Godl
whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lomi] aot unto men, knowing that of the Lord ye shall
receive the reward of the inheritance, for ye séned_ord Christ.” (Col 3:22-24)

In another place it is written, “And [Yahshua] saidto them in His doctrine, ‘Beware of the scribes,

which love to go in long clothing, and love saligas in the marketplaces, and the chief seatsén th

synagogues, and the uppermost rooms at feastsh wbkiwur widows’ houses, and for a pretence make
long prayers: these shall receive greater damnatilark 12:38-40)

What is it that can make us pleasers of men, thdse seek the admiration and approval of human
judgment? | think there are three main thingspélvhich we must be diligent to consider in ourmow
experiences. This is an invitation to step highehe examination of our own motives.

First, it may be simple inertia. We are so usedding things a certain way, a “safe” way that waidit
draw too much attention to ourselves, that we sginkglep on going in that direction, blind to thehlig
that shines in our path and shows us the better Welg must always be willing to examine our habits,
our practices, our traditions, to see if they anéytapproved, not by mankind, but by Heaven. ¥alh

call us to do extraordinary things, but we cannfford to be spiritually lazy, and we cannot grow
complacent where we are. We cannot keep doing whadre doing simply because unconverted men
may tolerate or approve our course. We must sedksYbest, and diligently accomplish it.

Second, it may be ambition, which we have touchedefore. If we seek and obtain the approval of
others, we can “get ahead” in life, since we wilvl cultivated the “right” friends and connections.
Those who seek wealth and popularity will haveffiadilt time standing for principle, and disapprogi
the approved things. They will not want to getamyone’s “bad side,” or seem like one who sits in
judgment of others, because that's not what sufidgssople do, as the world counts success.

Third, and related to both the above, is fear. M&y fear the judgment of others. We may fear being
seen as unusual, or strange. We may fear losenfs, or repelling acquaintances, if we are fimmsizel

to principle. We risk alienating our families @ftall, Yahshua told us that we may have to make a
choice in this regard) if we let the dead bury tlead, and put our hands to the plow without looking
back. We may fear being misunderstood if we dziidhose venerable old institutions: figurativettye
earthly family, but literally, those organizatioasd Churches that have done so much “good” in the
world, as the world counts goodness.

But what does the Scripture say? We must put deile We must let perfect love cast aside fead, a
draw us ever upward to the saints, to the angelshé holy and un-fallen beings who share in the
judgment of Yahweh, and approve what He approvd& must risk the judgment of mankind if we
would stand in the judgment of the Almighty.

Pastor “Chick”: Amen!

Zahakiel: We must (and all of us have had experiences Wi) tun afoul of well-meaning family
members and friends offering advice in order torighteousness in the earth. We must seek first the



Kingdom of Heaven, and Yah will add unto us thdsegs that He approves, those things that He knows
will be best for our eternal, and even sometimegoesent, happiness.

Let us examine ourselves, then, and see that walibgent to approve the Heavenly, the holy, the
enduring... and when we see contrasts with that wtiiehworld approves: the earthly, the corrupt, the
temporary, let us go boldly to the Throne of Griwecourage, for eloquence, for conviction, to ditine
attention of our beloved fellow men to these ddfees as well: to disapprove the things that they,
their ignorance, have approved as praiseworthywilll conclude with two passages that | consider
relevant here, both from the Book of Philippians:

“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, tsbaver things are honest, whatsoever things ate ju
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever thingsoasdy, whatsoever things are of good report; iféhee
any virtue, and if there be any praise, think asththings. Those things, which ye have both |ekoed
received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and tHeof3meace shall be with you.” (Phil 4:8, 9)

“And this | pray, that your love may abound yet mand more in knowledge and in all judgment; tleat y
may approve things that are excellent; that ye beagincere and without offence till the day of Gbri
being filled with the fruits of righteousness, wiiare by Yahshua the Messiah, unto the glory aater
of Yah.” (Phil 1:9-11)

Peter: Amen.
Pastor “Chick”: Hallelu-YAH!
Elyna: Amen.

Zahakiel: Are there any questions, comments or discussitwe toad on today’s topic?
Pastor “Chick”: Is this a new study or development of a previaus?o

Zahakiel: It touches on things we've looked at before, big hew.

Pastor “Chick”: OK, and it is effective.

Zahakiel: Amen )

Peter: | see from this study that we have to be morethluour dealings even if it seems to them that we
don’t love them we must live as Christ instructasdalive in the last days as his children.

Zahakiel: Who is the “them” you have in mind there?
Peter: “Them” would be the world or those whom you come&dntact with in your daily lives.
Zahakiel: Ok. And yes, that is often the case, as we see ievexamining the Gospels.

Pastor “Chick™. Actually, | had not expected a study for this NBlwon, as we had some unfinished
“business” from last month... but, this kind of dyjuis relevant to the spirit and process of New Kloo
and | can see the inspiration of it.

Zahakiel: Right... | thought to write a short one, but thigs the result :) | think we should still have time
to meet afterwards to clear those other matters up.



Elyna: | thank Yah for bringing this topic out, a goodniader of Who we should honor and what not to.
Zahakiel: Right.

Are there ny other questions or comments?

Pastor “Chick™ None.

Barb: Good study.

Peter: No.

Adriel: Agreed, good study.

Daphna: Thank you for the study, and Praise Yah that He g@au this message.

Eagle: Very timely study, especially for me. Thank you.

Zahakiel: Amen.

All right, if there are no further comments or giimss on this, | will ask pastor to close the studth a
prayer, and then we can move on to the mattereofitfinished business mentioned earlier.

Pastor “Chick”. Let us pray in closing this portion.
Dear Father in Heaven...

We have approved what You approved and disapprated the world approves. In doing so, we have
suffered in the flesh, but we have been given ifewnl the realm of the spirit. May we ALL continue
walking in the direction and path of that whichajsproved of Heaven.

In YAHshua's name, AMEN!

Peterson: Amen.
Barb: Amen.
Zahakiel: Amen.
Eagle: Amen.
Adriel: Amen.
Abraham: Amen.
Elyna: Amen.
Peter: Amen.
Daphna: Amen.



